
Unsuccessful CPA PEP 
Examinations: Next Steps
For candidates who have completed 
CPA PEP modules
To pass a CPA Professional Education Program (CPA PEP) module, you must achieve competency, as deter-
mined by the board of examiners, on the module-end examination. If you failed a module-end examination, 
you may have the choice of writing the examination only or repeating the module and examination for your 
next attempt. You can also choose to appeal the unsuccessful mark.

You have three attempts to pass a Core or Elective module-end examination. If you are unsuccessful on your 
third attempt of either the Core 1 or Core 2 examinations, you will be removed from the CPA PEP. For Cap-
stone 1, if you are unsuccessful in the module, you will be required to repeat it. Supplemental examinations 
will not be offered for the CPA PEP.

What are my options if I fail an examination?
•	 If you completed the module and failed the examination for your first attempt, you have the choice of:

	− completing the module and attempting the examination for your second attempt, or 
	− attempting the examination only for your second attempt

•	 If you completed the module and failed the examination for your second attempt, you have the choice of:
	− completing the module and attempting the examination for your third and final attempt, or 
	− attempting the examination only for your third and final attempt

•	 If you did not attempt the module and failed the examination for your second attempt, you must com-
plete the module before attempting the examination for your third and final attempt
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Appeal an examination 
You can choose to appeal unsuccessful module examination results. For a fee, a request for a CPA PEP 
module examination audit may be submitted to your provincial/regional CPA body after each examination, 
until three days after the grades are released for the examination in question. A request for an examination 
audit may not be submitted outside of this time frame. The audit will consist of a remark of the examination 
by a different, qualified instructor, and the result will be provided within two weeks. If there is a discrepancy 
between the two marks and the remark result is successful, you will pass the module. Appeal results are final.

Due to the thorough process of marking module examinations, the likelihood of an appeal overturning an 
unsuccessful mark is very low.

Succession of modules
It is possible that appeal results will not be available before the next sequential module in the program 
begins. In this event and where one module is a prerequisite for a subsequent module, you may choose to 
begin the next module if you have previously registered.  If the appeal result is unsuccessful, you may be 
removed from a sequential module in the program for which you previously registered.

For core modules, you must successfully complete:
• Core 1 prior to starting Core 2
• Core 2 prior to starting any elective modules

For elective modules, you may take these modules in any order and may start your second elective module 
prior to successfully completing your first elective module.

• Both elective modules must be successfully completed prior to starting Capstone 1

For capstone modules, you must successfully complete Capstone 1 prior to starting Capstone 2.

If you have registered for any subsequent modules that are impacted by having to retake a module or exami-
nation, they will be required to cancel that registration. 

Next steps

Contact your regional school for more information

If you are enrolled in an upcoming module for which your unsuccessful module is a required prerequi-
site you must withdraw from the future module. Candidates are required to withdraw from their future 
module through their My CPA portal by going to the Module Registrations page and clicking “View” 
next to their upcoming module and following the prompts to withdraw. Candidates registered for an 
elective which does not use the unsuccessful module as a prerequisite may also withdraw without penal-
ty; however, these candidates are not required to withdraw. A special registration right has been applied 
to all unsuccessful candidates’ accounts which will allow you to withdraw without penalty.

Optional: You may register to retake the module or rewrite the exam (if applicable). A special registra-
tion right has been applied to your My CPA portal account which will allow you to register for the next 
available offering of your unsuccessful module. Candidates who have not already registered to rewrite 
the exam for this module may register for an exam rewrite through the Exam Registrations page of their 
My CPA portal. Candidates who were unsuccessful with their first elective may choose to take two elec-
tive modules in the same session as long as they do not share an exam date. Information on exam dates 
is available at http://cpawsb.ca/BecomeaCPA/CPAPEP/CPAPEPSchedule.aspx. 

Optional: You may choose to appeal the unsuccessful exam result. Candidates may request an appeal 
on the Exam Registration page of the My CPA portal by clicking “View” next to the unsuccessful exam 
and paying the exam appeal fee. In the event of a successful appeal, the appeal fee will be refunded and 
any withdrawn module registrations will be reinstated; if a candidate has registered to retake the module 
or exam, these fees will also be refunded. Please note that appealing the exam does not grant you any 
additional feedback.
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